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EVANGELICAL VISITOR. 
DEVOTED TO THE SPREAD OF EVANGELICAL TEUTHS AND THE UNITY OF THE CHUECH. 
Entered as Second-class Matter at the Post-Oifice at While Pigeon, Mich. 
IF YE KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS, YE SHALL ABIDE IN MY LOVE.—JdSUS. 
VOLUME III . W H I T E PIGEON, MICHIGAN, OCT. 1, 1890. NUMREIt 19. 
THE SAINTS' ADDEESS. 
An Invitation to Sinners. 
W e ' r e t ravel ing home to heaven above, 
Will you go V Wil l you go ? 
To sing a Savior 's dying lovo, 
Wil l you go '? Wil l you go ? 
Millions have reached t h a t blest abode, 
Anointed kings and priests to God, 
And millions more a re on t h e road. 
Wil l you go ? Wil l you go V 
W e ' r e going to walk tho plains of l igh t , 
Wil l you go '? Will you go V 
W h e r e perfect day excludes t h e n igh t , 
Wil l you go V Wil l you go ? 
Our sun will t h e r e no more go down, 
In t h a t blest world of grea t renown ; 
Our days of mourn ing past and gone. 
Wil l you go '? Wil l you go V 
W e ' r e going to see t he bleeding Lamb ; 
Will you go V Wil l you go ? 
In rapturous s t ra ins to praise His name ; 
Wil l you go ? Wil l you go ? 
T h e crown of life we the re shall wear , 
T h e conqueror 's palm our hands shall bear, 
And all t h e joys of Heaven shall sha re . 
Wil l you go ? Wil l you go ? 
W e ' r e going whore tears will never How, 
Wil l you go ? Wi l l you go ? 
And sorrow we no more shall k n o w ; 
Wil l you go V Wi l l you go ? 
'Tis t he re t he saint will die no more, 
Bu t live with Chr is t in Heaven secure, 
His God and Savior to adore. 
Wil l you go ? Wil l you go V 
W e ' r e going to join t h e heavenly choir ; 
Wil l you go ? Wil l you go V 
To raise our voice and tune tho lyre ; 
Wil l you go ? Will you go ? 
T h e r e saints and angels sweetly sing 
Hosannas to t he i r God and King, 
And m a k e t h e heavenly a rches r ing . 
Wil l you go ? Wi l l you go ? 
Yes, weary, heavy-laden, come; 
Wil l you go V Wil l you go'? 
In t h a t blest house t h e r e still is room, 
Wil l you go V Wil l you go V 
The Lord is wai t ing to rece ive ; 
If thou wilt on Him now believe, 
He ' l l g ive thy troubled conscience ease. 
Come believe ! O believe ! 
Come, backsl ider ! Como away ! 
Wil l you go ? Wil l you go ? 
R e t u r n again to Chr is t and say, 
" I will go ! I will go I" 
Then He will t h y backsl idings heal , 
His love again H e will reveal , 
And pardon on t h y conscience seal. 
Wil l you go ? Wi l l you go ? 
The way to Heaven is free for all ; 
Wil l you go V Wil l you go ? 
For Jew and Genti le , g r ea t and small ; 
Wil l you go V Wil l you go ? 
Make up your mind, give God your hea r t , 
From every sin and idol par t , 
And now for glory make a s t a r t ; 
Come away ! Como away ! 
T h e way to Heaven is s t r a igh t and plain ; 
Wil l you go ? Wi l l you go V 
Repent , believe, be born again. 
Wi l l you go ? Wil l you go V 
1'he Savior cries aloud to thee : 
' 'Take up thy cross and follow me, 
And thou shal t my salvation s e e . " 
Come to me-! Come to me ! 
Oh could I hea r some sinner say, 
" I will go ! I will go ! 
I ' ll s ta r t th is moment. Clear t h e way, 
" L e t me go ! Let me go ! 
My old companions fare you well, 
I will not go wi th you to h e l l ; 
I mean with Jesus Chr i s t to dwell ; 
Let me go. F a r e you well I" 
—Selected by F A N N Y K L I P P E R T . Publish-
ed by request. 
THE SECOND COMING OF OHEIST AND 
THE EESUEEECTION. 
There are many pious people who 
make death the coming' of Christ. 
But where is it written t h a t death 
is the second coming of Christ, or 
t h a t we receive immortal i ty a t 
dea th? Immorta l i ty of the soul 
distinct from the body is not t augh t 
in the Scriptures. I t is men's doc-
trine and it destroys the doctrine of 
the resurrection of the body. 
The heathen philosophers reason-
ed out the doctrine of a naked im-
mortal i ty of the soul, but they nev-
er reasoned out the doctrine of the 
resurrection of the body, i t is be-
yond human reason. The resurrec-
tion s tands exclusively on the au-
thor i ty of revelation, and i t is a fact, 
as we shall see hereafter, t h a t it is 
the foundation of the gospel. 
If it be true t h a t men receive im-
mortal i ty a t death, then our great 
apostle Paul 's grand argument, in 
defence of the resurrection of the 
body, (1 Cor. xv,) falls t o the ground 
for he makes the resurrection of the 
body the Christian's hope. The 
apostle commences by saying: 
"Moreover brethren, I declare unto 
you the gospel whieli I preached un-
to you, which also ye have received, 
and wherein ye stand ; by which also 
ye are saved, if ye keep in memory 
what I preached unto you, unless 
you have believed in vain. For I 
delivered unto you first of all t h a t 
which I also received, how t h a t 
Christ died for our sins according to 
the Scriptures; and t h a t he was bur-
ied and t h a t he rose again the third 
day according to the Scriptures." 
The apostle then goes on to tell 
by whom all he was seen, after he had 
risen from the dead. In the 12 verse 
he says, "Now if Christ be preached 
t h a t he rose from the dead, how say 
some among you t h a t there is no 
resurrection of the dead? But if 
there be no resurrection of the dead, 
then is Christ not risen ? And if 
Christ be not risen then is our 
preaching vain, and your faith is 
also v a i n ? " Here the apostle makes 
the resurrection of the dead the 
foundation of the gospel: for this 
reason he says in the 2nd verse, "un-
less ye have believed in vain." For 
if they deny the resurrection of the 
dead, they have no th ing to hope for. 
The benefit of Christ coming in 
the flesh, and dyinga na tura l death 
and rising again from the dead, 
could only be realized through the 
resurrection. I t is useless t o t ry to 
construe theapos t le ' s languagein to 
figurative language, as having re-
ference to our conversion or bap-
tism. If the apostle does not de-
- -••-- -—•»-•-- ~-r • 
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fend the resurrection of the body, 
then Christ did not rise in the body, 
for he declares t h a t if "there be no 
resurrection of the dead, then is 
Christ not r isen?" Proving tha t 
our resurrection is identical with 
Christ's resurrection, and if the one 
does not take place the other did 
not, and if t h a t be true, " then they 
also which are fallen asleep in Christ 
are punished, if in this life only we 
have hope m Christ, we are of all 
men most miserable." Why? Be-
cause if we obey the gospel and be-
come followers of the meek and low-
ly Savior, we must suffer in the flesh. 
The apostle says, "if after the 
manner of men I have fought with 
beasts a t Ephesus what advantag-
eth it me, if the dead rise n o t ? let us 
eat and drink, for.tomorrow we die." 
If language means anything, then 
the apostle had no hope without a, 
resurrection, but he knew t h a t 
Christ's resurrection was a fact. 
Therefore, he says, "But now is 
Christ risen from the dead, and be-
come the first fruits of them t h a t 
slept. For since by man causes 
death, by man came also the resur-
rection of the dead." For as in 
Adam all die, even so in Christ shah 
all be made alive. But every man 
in his own order: Christ the first 
fruits; afterward they tha t are 
Christ's a t his coming. What a 
glorious declaration this is. I t fills 
the soul with joy of whom hope is in 
the second coming of Christ and the 
resurrection. 
Let philosophers dream of a naked 
immortal i ty of the soul, but revela-
t ion only declares t h a t this mor ta l 
shall pu t on immortali ty, and t h a t 
it is possible for this morta l t o put 
on immortal i ty has been proven by 
the t ransla t ion of Enoch and Elijah, 
and the resurrection of Christ in the 
body. 
Let it be observed t h a t in the 
apostle 's whole argument, he does 
not raise the question, of Christ's 
death, showing t h a t his death could 
not avail anything, without his 
resurrection. I t is aught t o prove 
t h a t death is the penalty of sin, and 
not the entering into immor ta l 
glory. The apostle did not say, "For 
as in Adam all" died, but he says, 
"For as in Adam all die. even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive." 
Showing t h a t the penalty of Adam's 
transgression was a na tura l death, 
and t h a t all mankind are still under 
the power of death, but the expres-
sion "in Christ shall all be made 
alive" proves t h a t all the dead from 
Adam down to the day of judgment 
shall all be restored to life, but he 
does not say, immortal life; only 
those who are found worthy shall 
receive immortal i ty. We see then 
t h a t the death brought on the hu-
man family, through Adam's t rans-
gression, still reigns supreme, but 
Christ made full provision for man's 
redemption ; for Christ died in order 
to redeem man from the power of 
death, and in tha t , t h a t God raised 
him from the dead, he accepted 
Christ's death, as a ransom t rans-
gression. Therefore man s tands 
justified before God through the 
resurrection of Christ. And just as 
sure as Christ was here upon earth, 
and died, and rose again from the 
dead, and ascended into heaven, so 
sure'will he come again t o redeem 
man from death. 
In the (3th chap, of Paul 's 1st Epis-
tle t o the Corinthians he says, "Now 
the body is not for fornication, but 
for the Lord; and the Lord for the 
body. And God has both raised up 
the Lord, and will also raise up us 
by his own power. Do you not see 
t h a t the apostle brings in Christ's 
resurrection t o prove t h a t the body 
shall no t be annihilated, but t h a t 
God will raise i t up again. There-
fore the Christian lias no right to 
dishonor his body, neither should 
we despise our bodies or look upon 
the body as the prison house of the 
spirit, the Christian should no t wish 
for death, t h a t is to beadisembodi-
ed spirit. Paul did not wish for 
death, but t h a t mortal i ty might 
put on immortal i ty. 2 Cor. v, 4, 
The Christian should, therefore, 
keep his body clean; he has no right 
t o defile his body. " W h a t ? Know 
ye not t h a t your body is thetemple 
of the Holy Ghost, which is in you 
which ,ye have of God, arid ye are 
not your own? for ye are bought 
with a price; therefore, glorify God 
in your body, and in your spirit 
which are God's ." 
Here we see t h a t the spirit is not 
the whole of self, (as is so often 
claimed) but it is the spirit and the 
body t h a t makes the living soul, 
Gen. ii, 7, and when the spiri t issep-
ara.ted from the body, man is no 
longer a living soul, man is dead; 
his persoual existence has ceased, 
and he would remain under the pow-
er of death throughout all eternity, 
were it no t for Christ. 
The expression " F o r ye are 
bought with a price" meaneth t h a t 
Christ gave his life as the ran-
som for man's redemption. There-
fore the death and resurrection of 
Christ s tands as a guarantee to 
man, t h a t he shall be redeemed from 
the power of death, t h a t he shall be 
brought back to a consciousness of 
a self, made up of the spirit and the 
body. Therefore in the resurrection 
of the dead the Christian shall be-
come an immortal living soul; bu t 
the wilful sinner shall be condemned 
to the second death, from which 
there is no redemption, it will there-
fore be an eternal death. We see 
then t h a t the notion of immortali-
ty of the soul distinct from the body 
conflicts with the word of God. 
We believe t h a t the notion t h a t 
death is the second coming of Christ 
is an error, and must give way t o 
the Bible t ru th ; for the Scripture 
points t o the resurrection, as the 
consummation, t o be earnestly look-
ed for. 2 Cor. v, 2, 8. 
Far be it from me to question the 
integrity or piety of those who be-
lieve t h a t death is the second com-
ing of Christ, or t h a t the Christian 
receives immortal i ty a t death with-
out the resurrection of the body. 
But when men will go into the de-
tail of a parable, and the allegorical 
expression of the Bible, t o establish 
a doctrine, t h a t will conflict with 
the doctrine t augh t in a plain and 
simple manner by the Scriptures, 
confusion must be the inevitable re-
sult. 
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This doctrine is so ancient, and 
so popular t h a t one mus ta lmos t be 
afraid to oppose it. But when we 
go to history, we find t h a t in the 
past , error has held out against the 
t ru th for centuries, but eventually 
had to give way to the t ru th . And 
we believe t h a t the time will come 
when the humble followers of Christ 
will accept Paul 's declaration, t h a t 
"the Lord himself shall descend from 
heaven with a, shout, with the voice 
of the archangel, and with the t rump 
of God ; and the dead in Christ shall 
rise first: then we which are alive 
and remain shall be caught up to-
gether with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air; and so 
shall we ever be with the Lord. 
Wherefore comfort one another with 
these words" not because we are to 
be a disembodied spirit, as some-
thing, and yet a nothing, but bo-
cause we shall be an immortal livinc; 
soul when Christ comes again and 
not before, because the apostle de-
clares t h a t the dead and the living 
receive immortal i ty a t the same 
time, hence they could not have re-
ceived it a t death. 
The apostle says, " F o r this we 
sa.y unto you by the word of the 
Lord" a very pregnant expression. 
I t is, therefore, a revelation from 
heaven concerning them tha t are 
"asleep in Jesus ." Oh what a tender 
expression, what ag lor ious thought 
put t o sleep by Jesus. Well might 
the poet sing: 
"Asleep in Jesus, peaceful rest, 
Whose waking is supremely blest 
No fears, no woes shall di m that brow 
That manifests the Savior's power." 
The apostle charged the Thess-
alonian brethren t h a t this epistle 
should be read to all the holy breth-
ren, showing t h a t it is a very im-
por tan t epistle. According t o the 
apostle's declaration, the saints 
t h a t are living a t the time of 'Christ's 
second coming, will never seedeath. 
And this agrees with what the Sav-
ior told Martha . St. John xi, 23-
26. "Jesus said unto her, I am the 
resurrection and the life; he t h a t 
believeth in methoughheweredead, 
yet shall he live; and whosoeverliv-
eth and believeth in me shall never 
die." 
Here are the two classes, the liv-
ing and the dead. He is "theresur-
rection and the life" and when he 
comes in the last day, he will raise 
the dead who have believed in him 
to immortal life, and they t h a t are 
alive who have believed in him will be 
changed from mortal i ty t o immor-
tality. Christ emphatically tells us 
to watch for his coming. Paul told 
the Corinthian brethren : "ye come 
behind in no gift; waiting for the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ." 1 
Cor. i, 7. We understand by this 
t ha t the crowning proof, t h a t they 
came behind in no gift, was then 
waiting for the coming of the Lord 
which is an ant idote for worldiness. 
J'aul told the Philippian brethren 
"For our conversation is inheaven; 
from whence we look for the Savior 
the Lord Jesus Christ; who shall 
cha.nge our vile body, t h a t it may 
be fashioned like unto his glorious 
body." "Phil, iii, 20. See also 1 
John iii, 2. I t is evident t h a t it 
was the intention, or t h a t it is the 
will of Cod, t h a t the Christians in 
every generation, from the ascension 
of Christ down t o his second coming, 
should look for his return. • But 
men have made death t o take the 
place of this great event. When 
Paul saw t h a t " the time for his de-
parture was a t hand" he said, 
"Henceforth there is laid up for me 
a crown of righteousness which the 
Lord, the righteous judge, shall give 
me a t t h a t day, and no t t omeon ly , 
but unto all them that love his ap-
pearing. 2 Tim. iv,6-8. 
The expression " a t t h a t d a y " 
does not mean a t the day of his 
death, bu t a t the last day, when the 
Lord will come back to earth, then 
not only he but all the saints shall 
receive their servants. For th is rea-
son he says, "not t o me only, but 
unto all them t h a t love his appear-
ing." If death was the appearing of 
Christ, then all his children would 
have to love death. We know t h a t 
this is no t the case, for death is a 
terror t o most of men, but if welove 
the Savior, we would also love t o 
see him come, like the apostle Peter. 
"Looking for and hast ing unto the 
coining of the day of God." 2 Peter 
iii, 12. 
Brethren let us be "looking for 
t h a t blessed hope, and the glorious 
appearing of the great God and our 
Savior Jesus Christ. Titus ii, 13. 
"For yet a little while and he t h a t 
shall come will come, and will not 
t a r ry . " Heb. x, 13. 
EMAS M. SMITH. 
Olav Center, Kan. 
ABIDING THE PE00F. 
The apostle Paul in his second 
letter to the congregation of saints 
a t Corinth, pertinently says : "I 
pray, not t h a t my own power may 
be clearly proved, but t h a t you may 
do right, al though I should seem 
unable to abide the proof." 2 Cor. 
xiii. 7. 
In using this remarkable utter-
ance, he had in view the complete-
ness in giving; for much of the chap-
ter is devoted to t h a t subject. Con-
tr ibutions were being madein Mace-
donia, Achaia, Philippi and Thess-
alonian and the instructions were 
needful in every instance, as far as 
we know. He knew the calumnies 
of his enemies, and how they lay in 
wait for him on every occasion to 
entangle him in someway and bring 
accusations against him. They 
were every ready to assail his charac-
ter, therefore, in the mat te r of re-
ceiving he took the u tmost prudence 
against the possibility of being ac-
cused of impure and mercenary mo-
tives. Instead of carrying the con-
tributions to Jerusalem himself, he 
informed them tha t "whosoever 
they should judge fitted for the 
t rus t should be sent t o carry their 
benevolence t o Jerusalem," thus 
guarding himself against all suspic-
ion. He was "careful t o do all 
things in a seemly manner, not only 
in the sight of the Lord, but also in 
the sight of men." 2 Cor. viii, 20, 
2 1 . 
In this manner he gave proof of 
his integrity, and demonstrated t o 
saint and sinner t h a t the power of 
God was with him and in him. To 
those who were to give, hesaidthev 
should do it " n o t " grudgingly or of 
necessity, but according to the free 
choice of his heart . This manner 
was an abiding proof of the word 
and Spirit of God in thegiver. Such 
is the pa t te rn to believers in Christ 
now. M. M. ESHET.MAN. 
North Cucaurangh, Cal. 
292 EXVi^KG-ElMGAEx V l B l G r O P i . Oct.i,i89o. 
WILL IT PAY ? 
This question we frequently ask 
ourselves. Perhaps there are few-
people who do not a t some time ask 
themselves this question. I t en-
gages the mind both of the worldly 
and the Christian. With the former 
it is dollars and cents and very oft-
en with the lat ter . 
But there is another pay which 
should and does engage the mind of 
every t rue follower of Christ. 
Will it pay for me to s tay from 
prayer meeting and from class meet-
ing ? Will it pay for me to neglect 
my morning and evening prayer or 
the daily reading of God's word, 
t h a t I may have more t ime to spend 
upon the things t h a t perish? To 
all these we fancy we hear some dear-
bought soul say no. 
The question is frequently asked, 
are you going to the fair, or the 
show or some other worldly gather-
ing? Why, there is no harm in it. 
Well, is there any good ? Can you 
take Christ along? If not, then 
there is harm in going. And will it 
pay to gratify our carnal desire a t 
the expense of our soul's salvation. 
Daniel prayed three times a day 
and prayed aloud with his windows 
open toward Jerusalem. He knew 
it would not pay to omit one pray-
er even though he should be put in 
the den of lions. 
Noah t h a t good old man, knew it 
would not pay t o disobey Cod, so he 
went on building the ark while mul-
titudes of worldlings scoffed a t him. 
If we are true to God, if we obey 
Him, and deny ourselves of all un« 
godliness and worldly lust, we get 
our pay right along in the bounti-
ful blessings of God. Is t h a t all? 
No. In the world to come life eter-
nal, and what more? Listen. Eye 
ha th not seen nor ear heard, neither 
ha th it entered into the heart of 
man the things t h a t are promised 
t o those t h a t love Him. 
But there is another class of per-
son whom tins question should con-
cern. I t is the unsaved. If they 
would but s top and ponder over 
this question they might save them-
selves many a snare. Can I afford 
to engage in the sinful vanities and 
pleasures of this world, neglect my 
soul salvat ion? 
Eternity is before me, will it "pay 
to gratify these carnal desires and 
miss heaven ? We believe if the un-
saved would stop and meditate up-
on this question for a moment they 
would with a Mary of old choose 
t h a t good p a r t which can never be 
taken from them. Had the rich m an 
asked himself this question instead 
of where shall 1 bestow my goods 
and my fruits, it no doubt would 
have been better for his soul, bu t it 
was too late, and so will i t be with 
you unless you s top now. 
EMMA C. DAVIDSON. 
White Pigeon, Mich. 
For the Evangelical Visitor. 
WHAT DO WE BELIEVE ? 
What mankind in general believes 
does not therefore necessarily con-
st i tute the t r u t h ; it must first be 
proven to be so. The t ru th has 
sometimes been found to be in di-
rect opposition to what even mor-
ally good and religiously zealous 
men have believed and taught . The 
majority of men and women believe 
what they are t a u g h t ; some, how-
ever have learned to "prove nil 
tilings." If a man is t augh t the 
truth , it is right so to believe; if he 
be t augh t wrong can it be right to 
blindly follow a, blind guide? The 
t ru th has sometimes been carried in 
vessels of clay, while from apparent 
vessels of gold and vials of silver 
have issued the intoxicating bever-
age which is dealt out to all nat ions 
by the mother of har lots . Rev. xvii, 
1-5. 
How sad the prevailing error of 
believing what good men believed 
instead of exercising faith in what 
God has said. We grovel in the 
things of ea r th ; have our life in 
some sor t of belief, and are ushered 
into the sleep of death without faith, 
there to await the resurrection of 
either the just or the unjust. Who 
is wise to discern between faith and 
belief? (Bead carefully Heb. xi, 1.) 
Truth however may be.made a sub-
ject of faith or belief. 
Truth emanates from God ; it is his 
word which justly claims this title. 
Christ said, "I am the way, the 
t ru th and the life." 
Per. contrary : a lie is not of the 
t r u t h ; no lie cometh forth from the 
t r u t h ; the devil is the inst igator of 
all such. "He speaks his own." 
Now a lie may be the subject of be-
lief, but cannot be converted into 
material whereupon to exercise 
ictith. Many good men have imag-
ined themselves to be exercising 
faith, when they have simply follow-
ed some cunningly devised fable. 
The apostle Peter was none of these 
when meditat ing and reasoning con-
cerning and making known to the 
brethren " the power and coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ." 2 Pet. i, 
1(5. 
If we get t o the root of belief we 
find t h a t it inclines to look back-
wards. Fai th , however,—although 
by it we know tha t the worlds were 
framed by the word of God—is in-
clined forward. We believe in God, 
who raised his son from among the 
dead t h a t our faith and hope should 
be in him who is ready to be reveal-
ed in the last times. We may be-
lieve in a spiritual revelation of 
Christ. Does this by virtue of our 
belief consti tute the t r u t h ? 
We may not believe in a literal 
resurrection of the dead. Is this 
sufficient evidence t h a t the dead 
rise no t? If we believe t ha t eternal 
life will be dealt out prior t o the 
resurrection of the just, doesour be-
lief make Aroid our heirship and in-
heritance? If a, man believes t ha t 
a t the close of his earthly career he 
will be received into a region of 
glorified souls, does his belief neces-
si tate God so to deal with him? 
Conclusive we say t h a t many 
Christians who cry "or thodoxy ' ' 
might receive a confirmation of the 
"blessed hope" by comparing their 
belief—as dictated by hymnology—• 
with God's word. 
H. N. ENGLE. 
•Ask your neighbor to take this 
paper. 
-. • 
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For the Evangelical Visitor. 
TEMPTATION. 
' ' T h e Lord knowoth ho-.v to deliver t he 
godly out of t empta t ion . " 2 Pet . i i , 9. 
First , 1 thank God for the plan 
of sa lvat ion; next, t h a t I was made 
willing t o accept this salvation, and 
t h a t all along the journey of time 
he has had a people t h a t trusted in 
his saving power even while passing 
through privations, t r ibulat ions, 
and even blood; while now, we are 
living in a time t h a t no man can 
hinder us from worshipping him ac-
cording t o the dictates of our con-
sciences. Yet of all ages, 1 believe 
this is the most perilous; not t h a t 
we s tand in danger of having to 
seal our faith with our blood or re-
ceive the tor tures our foreparents 
endured, but because every induce-
ment of vice worldly pleasure and en-
ticing wickedness prevails through-
out our laud. I t seems to methose 
t h a t are Hearing the eve of life and 
have traveled the way of righteous-
ness these many years, have not so 
much to contend with but to us 
young in years and service the 
tempta t ions seem the greatest , not 
only because the enemy of souls is 
going around as a roaring lion, but 
beca.use he assumes the form of a n 
angel of light. 
What do we call t empta t ions? Is 
it the disappointments and vexa-
tions t h a t we daily encounter, or is 
it the inducements to lead the mind 
away from God'.' If we s tay right 
under the parental roof surrounded 
by Christian teaching and influence 
the tempta t ions seemingly are not 
so g rea t ; but if we launch out on 
the ocean of humanity and come in 
contact with almost every existing 
thing then is when we need to watch 
a .ndpray; then is when we must 
bravely use the sword of the spirit 
which is the word of God, and pray 
for conquering grace. Every bat t le 
gained is a victory won and we are 
better prepared t o meet the next 
foe. While some are tempted more 
than others, none are exempt. The 
Saviour himself was tempted forty 
days and nights out in alonedesert 
away from human aid or the com-
forts t o refresh his weary body. 
But when his wrestling was over, 
when he had put Sa tan behind him, 
angels ministered unto him,—en-
couraging thought for us all. But 
we do not wish t o leave the impres-
sion t h a t the Christian life is a hard 
one, yet there is a warfare, and I be-
lieve it is needful for our cleansing. 
The oftener gold is tried in the lire 
the purer it becomes; the more wo 
are tried the firmer-we get. Some-
times God obstructs the pa th of the 
careless and disobedient in order t o 
t ry their faith ami if it will n o t 
stand the test it is not a genuine 
faith. The house the wise man 
built upon a rock was thoroughly 
tested. "The rain descended and 
the floods came, and the winds blew 
and beat upon i t ." but it withstood 
the s torm because the foundation 
was Christ Jesus. 
Naturally when some great or 
perilous duty is enjoined upon us 
we receive it with doubts and fears. 
When the angels commanded Lot-
to flee, the warning was, "Escape 
for thy life! Look not behind thee!" 
But the terrible grief of leaving 
home and loved ones behind was 
too overwhelming for Lot 's wife 
and she gave one longing glance 
backward and immediately became 
a pillar of salt. () let us be watch-
ful. "Vengeance is mine, I will re-
pay saitli the Lord ." When temp-
ta t ions arise, when the "eye offends, 
pluck it ou t ; when the foot offends, 
cut it off;" for we as children should 
not t ry God who has in much mercy 
opened a way for our escape; for 
the duties t h a t are enjoined upon 
us, if we do them, gain for us a 
glorious victory. The Lordf never 
requires more of us than we are 
able t o do, but more sometimes 
than we are willing to do. 
Peter, always foremost of his 
brethren, declared t o his Master 
t h a t he would die with him, yet 
tha t very night he left his Master 
in the hands of sinful men while he 
followed afar off under the shadow 
of the city walls t h a t he might not 
be suspected of being a disciple, and 
when the finger of scorn was point-
ed a t hi in he denied with vehemence 
and cursing t h a t he knew not the 
man. But one look of sorrow and 
pity from his suffering Lord was 
enough to melt his heart , and we 
read he went out and wept bitterly. 
This seems sad to relate of one so 
firm as Peter, but no doubt it 
t augh t him a lesson and is a warn-
ing tousa l l . "Watch and pray lest 
ye enter into tempta t ion ." Paul 
was caught up into the third heav-
en and saw visions of paradise and 
heard unspeakable words which is 
not lawful for a man to utter, and 
yet he had a " thorn in the flesh," 
a messenger of Satan t o buffet him, 
lest he lie exalted above measure, 
and for this he besought the Lord 
thrice, but the Lord's answer was, 
"my grace is sufficient for thee." 
Then let us take courage and in-
stead of becoming disheartened and 
despondent let us rejoice t h a t in all 
things we can "have a hope which 
is an anchor t o the soul both sure 
and steadfast." Then trials make 
us strong, misfortues make us rich. 
So God brings light out of darkness, 
joy out. of sorrow and great peace 
out of conflict for those t h a t are 
preparing for t h a t blessed rest. 
(). IDA SIIAEFFEK. 
AVOIDANCE OF EVIL, 
Sophronius had a fair daughter 
named Eulalia, and she asked him 
one day for permission to visit the 
gay Lucinda. " I cannot allow i t ," 
said the Greek father, "Then you 
must think me exceedingly weak," 
said the girl, indignantly. Sophroni-
us picked up a dead coal from the 
hearth and handed it to his daugh-
ter ; but she hesita/ted to accept it. 
"Take it, my child—it will not burn 
you." Eulalia obeyed and themilk-
ly whiteness of her hand wasinstant-
ly gone. "Fa ther , we cannot be too 
careful in handling coals," said the 
vexed daughter. "Nosaid Sophroni-
us, solemnly, "for even when they 
do not burn they blacken." Ye 
weaker ones—the.cupinay burn you ; 
but if it will not burn, it will blacken 
—so beware. Touch not, t a s te not, 
handle not!—J. Ossaiu Davies. 
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SADNESS. 
The definition of this word is "sor-
rowfulness," "heaviness of hear t , " 
"dejection," "seriousness," etc. 
Taking all these into consideration 
and especially the last, it will vir-
tually apply t o the Christian charac-
ter, of which character lias a, telling 
effect upon those with whom we 
daily associate, and answers to the 
query whether we have been with 
Jesus and learned of him. 
There is nothing which God more 
reproves in his people than a dis-
trustful heart , and when his crea-
ture more slightly deviates from the 
old landmarks (Pro v. xxiii, 10) then 
the reproving spirit takes its flight 
from the omnific throne (John xvi, 
8) and penetrates the conscience to 
such a degree, for the benefit of the 
erring one, t h a t it brings the mind 
into a disturbed s ta te so as to cause 
seriousness, and sometimes sadness. 
"Why sayest thou, 0 Jacob, and 
speakest, 0 Isreal? My way is hid 
from the Lord and my judgment is 
passed over from my God." Zion 
said 'the Lord hath forsaken me, and 
my Lord ha th forgotten me." Isa. 
xl, 14. "Can a, woman forget her 
sucking child, t h a t she should not 
have compassion on the son of her 
womb? Yea, they may forget, yet 
will I not forget thee." Isa. xlix, 
15. Here is the strongest similitude 
which the na ture of human affection 
permits : but it falls utterly short of 
a, parallel. "Yea, they may forget, 
yet will I not forget thee.'" The 
change here to the plural number is 
remarkable. Not only she may for-
get—one unnatural mother may 
forget; but they,—all the mothers 
in the world may forget: a law uni-
versal as humanity may be revers-
ed, "bu t will T not forget thee. Re-
hold I have graven thee on the 
palms of my hands ." Isa. xlix, 1 (>. 
(), what tender reproofs from a kind 
parent in our lonely hours of sad-
ness: it lifts our mind far above the 
shades of gloom, and penetrates the 
mist and joy, and with an eye of 
faith t h a t can remove mountains, 
the heaviness of heart is overcome 
and passes away like smoke into im-
mensity. 
How strongly are Cod's people 
assured of this unalterable love. 
"Lift up your eyes t o the heavens 
and look upon the earth beneath ; 
for the heavens shall vanish away 
like smoke, and the ear th shall wax 
old like a garment, and they t h a t 
dwell therein shall die in like manner; 
but my salvation shall be forever 
and my righteousness shall not be 
abolished." Isa. lvii, (i. 
The mountains, the hills, the 
heavens, the earth, the long suc-
cessions of human generations are 
not so enduring as Cod's love to his 
people. But t h a t is not all. I have 
loved thee witli an everlasting Jo re." 
"Thou lovest me" says Jesus to the 
Father ; "before the foundation of 
the world." And then to the dis-
ciples, "as the Fa ther loved me even 
so have I loved you." John xv, 1). 
There is nothing so open as the 
way back to Cod for the wandering 
soul. The accusations, the threaten-
ings of Scripture, awful as they 
sometimes are, have one termina-
t ion: "Return unto me." Sin is 
an occasion for confession, for sor-
row, for mourning, for humiliation. 
And so confessed and renounced, it 
is pardoned, forgotten and blotted 
out, buried in the depths of the sea. 
A s ta te prisoner once lingered 
away many long years in an im-
prisonment under the ruthless rule 
of Napoleon. His case was a t length 
brought before the Emperor. The 
result of his investigation was the 
following decree: "This man is par-
doned. Let him be restored t o his 
estates and privileges." When this 
unhoped for sentence came to his 
dungeon in Italy and unlocked its 
ponderous doors, would tha t poor 
man hesitate t o go forth and 
take with a joyful heart what had 
been so restored t o him? No more 
should the repentant sinner linger 
among the gloomy shades and 
frightful shapes of his doubts and 
anxieties, and not come forth into 
the joys and enlarged forgiveness, 
when Cod says, " Ihaveblo t ted out 
thy transgressions and will remem-
ber thy sins no more. I have re-
deemed thee." A. REAKSS. 
Ridseway, Out. 
For the Evangelicn Visitor. 
THE EIGHT 0E EAITH. 
Fight the good light of faith. 1 Tim. vi, 12. 
It is readily understood t h a t no 
unconverted person is a soldier of 
Jesus Christ. You t h a t are in nat-
ure's darkness have no t the right 
faith nor the right love and not the 
right spirit, you are fleshly minded. 
In this condition you cannot resist 
the devil. You are taken captive by 
him a t his will, and you are willing 
to be his subjects. Your flesh and 
spirit work together and no t 
against each other as they do in 
the converted s ta te . You are bound 
to ruin. You are not fighting the 
good fight of faith. Hence a t rue 
knowledge of your lost condition is 
so needful and dee]) repentance of 
all your sins together with a for-
saking of everything t h a t is wrong 
is the only means whereby you can 
obtain pardon and purification in 
the blood of Christ. The scripture 
saith awake thou t h a t sleepeth and 
arise from the dead and Christ will 
give thee light. I t is this t h a t is so 
necessary and if our eyes are not 
opened and our love of sin oA-er-
come we cannot possibly overcome 
and our fight will no t be the good 
fight of faith. They t h a t are in the 
flesh cannot please Cod. True we 
can be a t home in this ho use of flesh, 
but the spiritual man dare not, yes 
will not, live after the flesh. If the 
soul will feed on carnal things it will 
die. 
In my humble way of thinking 
and from what I gather from the 
word of Cod, t h a t in atrueevangel-
ical repentance and conversion the 
evil nature in our flesh and blood is 
not destroyed, bu t is only taken 
captive and of course cannot harm 
you if you are under control of the 
spirit and if yon are faithful t o 
fight the good fight of faith. Paul 's 
conversion was of the right kind t o 
be saved by, and if our conversion 
is as dee]) as t h a t of the apostle 
Paul then we are able to fight the 
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good tight of faith. Paul said, when 
abou t t o depart , I have fought a 
a good fight, I have kept the faith. 
Our depraved nature must be 
brought unto subjection, for the 
Bible says flesh and blood cannot 
inherit the kingdom of God. Neither 
can corruptioninheri t incorruption. 
So t h a t while in this life there is al-
ways a warfare for the Christian, 
and like Paul the body must be 
kept under or we shall be cas taway. 
"If ye live after the flesh ye shall die, 
but.if ye through the spirit do mor-
tify the deeds of the body, ye shall 
live, for he says, as many as are led 
by the Spirit of God they are the 
sons of God." If then by the help 
of God we resist sin we are blame-
less before God and are fit subjects 
t o enter the kingdom if we die. So 
then we have a. daily warfare. But 
not so with the unconverted ; they 
drift along with the current and be-
cause they are carnally minded, 
cannot please God. 
In my Christian warfare I find it 
very necessary to put on the whole 
armor of God, and especially the 
shield of faith and also the sword 
of the spirit, which is the word of 
God. 
Dear fellow traveler, in the fight 
we have to encounter with these 
weapons, we can gain the victory. 
But let us remember tha t it is pray-
er t h a t keeps them bright. See dear 
brother and sister how s t rong and 
how sharp the word of God is, and 
how the living faith and true love of 
God in its na ture will overcome 
fleshly lusts which war against the 
soul. When Christ was tempted of 
the devil he used the sword of the 
spirit and sa tan fled and so can we 
through the help of God gain the 
victory. 
Fur ther we notice the word of God 
is a discerner of the thoughts and 
intents of the hear t . By it we can 
understand what the Lord desires of 
us and what we are to do and if we 
are faithful we will not be led into 
sin, so t h a t none can say t h a t he 
cannot by the help of God over-
come. But alas how many have 
been taken captive a t this danger-
ous point. Dear reader if we let the 
evil thoughts get the control of our 
mind and do not resist the tempta-
tion, we will be overcome, and the 
love of the t ru th will depart and the 
fall is near; disobedience, pride, ha-
tred and many other lusts will enter 
in and the heart will become defiled 
t h a t the Spirit of God cannot dwell 
there. Let us then flee from the 
wrath to come and lay hold on eter-
nal life. Let us fight the good fight 
of faith and the Lord will sustain 




If, while in prayer, the heart be 
roving after one object while the 
lips are employed in asking for an-
other, we are insincere and unac-
ceptable worshippers. Such con-
duct is an insult to our Creator,—a 
game of deception on ourselves! 
Such were the petitions a t which 
God, in old times, declared himself 
indignant, when his professing peo-
ple drew nigh unto him with their 
mouth and honored him with their 
lips, while their hearts were far from 
him. Such was the religion of the 
scribes and Pharisees,—fair and 
beautiful without but within all rot-
tenness and corruption. 
Reflect a moment, ere you bend 
the knee a t the throne of grace: I 
am not now about to approach an 
earthly monarch who, though sur-
rounded with the pomp and circum-
stance of royalty, is but a worm of 
the dust, like myself, but I am to 
have audience with the King of 
kings, the Lord of the whole earth. 
I am about to come into the pres-
ence of, and to ut ter the mime of, 
him a t whose fiat all creation 
sprang into existence. Were I in 
the presence of a- finite being 1 
might, perhaps, conceal my feelings 
under a, form of words. I might ut-
ter one thing and mean another, 
but can 1 thus practice deception 
with God ? Are not all things naked 
and opened unto the eyes of him 
with whom we have to do? Does 
not he search the hearts of the 
children of men? Will he be satis-
fied with anything but t ru th in the 
inward pa r t s? "If I regard iniqui-
ty in my hear t , " says the sweet sing-
er, " the Lord will not hear me." 
Again, in his bold and beautiful in-
terrogatories he exclaims, " H e t h a t 
formed the eye shall he not see? 
He t h a t created the ear shall he not 
hear? 
Let such be your meditations 
when you are about to kneel a t the 
throne of grace. Not t h a t 1 would 
ar ray the character of God in ter-
rors to your mind, or send you 
trembling, like a slave, a t his feet. 
No, he is a, God of love, of compas-
sion, of long forbearance,—more 
beneficent and tender than the kind-
est earthly parent . You may go t o 
him and you must so go in the con-
fiding simplicity of a. child and a fa-
vorite. When you take t o him the 
name of Christ, your Mediator, you 
take, so to speak, a passport into 
his very bosom. You may unbur-
den your whole heart, tell him 
things which you could confide t o 
no mortal ear, make confession of 
sins which you dare only whisper in 
your closet. In the ingenuous 
frankness of faith and repentance, 
humbly cast yourself upon his all-
support ing arm. lie is your God, 
and when alone with him you may 
pour out yojir whole soul un to him 
and reflect on your own character 
as well as on t h a t of the Being whom 
you address. The thought of both 
will humble you in the dust and pre-
pare you in your approach to the 
Mercy-seat, to appreciate the all-
glorious divine and compassionate 
.Mediator.—Sel. 
• Him t h a t contradicteth we must 
not again contradict, but ins t ruct ; 
for a mad man is not cured by an-
other 's becoming mad.—Antisthen-
es, B. C. 42(i. 
Show me ten miles of terri tory on 
this »Iobe which are no t Christian, 
and on which the life of man and 
the honor of woman are safe, and 1 
will give Christianity up.—Matthew 
Arnold. 
---,w • . ... 
296 ^YMGEgx|"ei'K"^ VI8ITOK. Oct. 1,ISQO. 
EVANGELICAL YISITOR. 
A Semi-Montlily Eeligious Journal. 
Published in the interest of the Church of the 
Brethren in Christconiinonly called in the Unit-
ed States "Kiver Brethren" and in Canada 
l'Tunk>rs" for the exposition of true practical 
piety among all classes. 
SUBSCRIPTION, per year, $1.00; six months, 50 e. 
Specimen copies free. 
KOITKO AM> 1»UJBI..I1S11E1> BY 
H. DAVIDSON, "White Pigeon, Michigan, 
To whom ail communications and letters of bu-
siness are to be addressed. 
To COKKKSPONDKMTS.— Write only on one side of 
the paper with black ink, and not too near the 
edge. 
rtFNo communication will be inserted with-
out the author's name. Not necessarily for pub-
lication, hut as a guarantee of good faith. 
All communications for this and each subse 
quent issue of the "Visitor" should be in not lat-
er than the first and fifteenth of each month. 
IF YOU wish your papers changed from one 
Post Office to another, always give the Office 
where you now receive it, as well as the Office to 
which you desire it sent. 
[f you do not receive the VISITOR in ten days 
from dftte of issue, write us and we willsend you 
the necessary No. 
If you desire to know when your subscription 
expires, look on the printed tag, on which your 
name and address is, and I hat will state to what 
date payment is mane. For instance, April HS 
me .HIS that the subscription hsis been paid up 
to that date. If you find any error in the date 
please notify us and we will make the correction. 
To those who do not wish to take the VisrroK 
longer we would say, when you write us todis-
continue the VJSITOK, please send us also the 
b.ilanceof your subscription up to the date at 
which you wish to have it discontinued, and it 
will receive our prompt attention. 
Send. Money by Post Office Money Order, Register-
ed Letter, or Hank Draft, to Henry Davidson, White 
]*iyeon, Michigan. 
White Pigeon, Michigan, Oct. 1, 1890. 
BENEVOLENT FUND. 
I?. S. HOIT, |2 .()() 
From a letter received from Abi-
lene, Kan., we note t h a t the good 
work is .still prospering in Dickinson 
and Clay comities, Kan. On the 
Till of September five more were 
added to the church in Clay county 
a,nd others are on the way. 
At Detroit, Dickinson county, 
same day one wn.s added, and the 
good work of saving souls is mani-
festing itself in other places. In Abi-
lene several have been wonderfully 
brought to a saving faith. "Praise 
the Lord for his goodness and for 
his wonderful works t o the children 
of men!" 
LOVE FEASTS. 
At Lawndale meeting house, Ducks 
en., Pa., on the North Penn. R. II., 
Sellersville Stat ion, Oct. 25th and 
26th, 1890. A cordial invitation 
is extended t o the brotherhood. 
C. WISMER. 
Near Hamlin, Drown co., Kan., 
Oct. 18th and 19th, 1890. A cordi-
al invitation is extended to all. 
C. H. 
At Pro . John Stouffer's, near Hope, 
Dickinson co., Kan., Oct. 4 th and 
5th, 1890. All are invited. 
THE PHILOSOPHY OP SIN, 
The philosophy of the apostle 
James, with regard to sin among hu-
man beings, is both positive and 
negative. He presents first the 
negative aspect of the question, and 
in these emphatic words: 
"Let no mansay when he is tempt-
ed, I am tempted of God; for God 
cannot be tempted with evil, neither 
tempteth he any man. Jamesi , 13. 
The term tempted is not here used 
in the sense of trials and providen-
tial circumstances, designed to dis-
cipline and test the heart and im-
prove the character, as when God is 
said to have tempted Abraham, but 
rather in the sense of solicitations 
and influences t o the commission of 
sin. God in this sense, as the apos-
tle expressly affirms, cannot himself 
be tempted with evil, and never 
tempts any man. I t is t rue t h a t he 
created man with the capacity t o 
sin, and with suseeptibilites t h a t 
might lead him to sin; t h a t he did 
this with the foreknowledge t h a t he 
would sin, and tha t he permits men 
to sin in the sense of not preventing 
either the temptat ion or the sin. 
There may be and there is a mystery 
in these acts of God t h a t we cannot 
fully explain, and yet the positive 
and explicit declaration of his word 
is t h a t lie never tempts any man in 
the evil sense; and this is a sufficient 
answer to all hum an cavilings on the 
subject. Here we say, as did Pau l : 
"Yea let God be true, but every man 
a liar." Rom. iii, 4. 
I t is not supposable t h a t God 
should forbid us t o sin, and a t the 
same time tempt or solicit us to do 
t h a t which he forbids: I t is not 
supposable t h a t he should punish 
sin and prefer holiness in his moral 
creatures, and yet seek to make new 
sinners. James declares t h a t there 
is no such inconsistency in the mind 
or conduct of God. We cannot 
trace our sinfulness t o him as its 
source or procuring cause. I t exists 
by no na tura l necessity which he has 
established and applies t o human 
nature. The Bible absolutely settles 
this point, whether we can or cannot 
solve all the speculative problems 
connected therewith. 
The positi ve aspect of the question 
the apostle s tates with equal clear-
ness when he says : "But every man 
is tempted when he is drawn away 
of his own lust, and enticed. Then 
when lust hath conceived it bringeth 
forth sin; and sin when it is finished 
bringeth forth dea th ." James i, 14, 
15. I t is not possible for language 
more perfectly to s ta te the exact 
t ru th , as we know it to be by exper-
ience. There is no such a physical 
speculation in the s tatement . What 
we have is a simple recital of well-
known facts. 
The initial point from which all 
sin arises consists according to this 
statement, in being drawn away 
and enticed by one's own lusts. I t 
is his lust and not t h a t of another, 
t h a t thus draws away and entices 
him. The term lust, as here used, 
means any appetite, desire, propen-
sity or passion of the mind t h a t 
clamors for an indulgence tha t , be-
ing gratified, involves sin as the re-
sult. I t is an inclination t o do a 
forbidden act, or omit a, required 
duty, for the sake of the pleasure or 
profit to be thus gained. James 
speaks of such a " lus t" as drawing-
one away and enticing or entrapping 
him. The mind a t the moment is 
more or less under an influencethat 
tends in the wrong direction. The 
question whether it will yield t o 
t h a t influence is not absolutely set-
tled. The danger is t h a t this " lus t " 
whatever may be its specific form, 
will obtain the mastery over the 
higher and better principles of one's 
nature, and thus lead him to sin. 
No one is entirely safe in the moral 
sense when temptat ion is thus a t 
—«= 
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work in his bosom. He is in t h a t 
s ta te of mind from which all sin 
arises. 
The next stage-in the history of 
the tempted is given by the apostle 
in saying, t h a t "then when lust hath 
conceived, it bringeth forth sin." 
One is not necessarily a sinner sim-
ply because lie is tempted to sin. He 
becomes such only when he yields to 
the tempta t ion . If he turns away 
from the temptat ion, and in effect 
says, as Jesus did, "Get thee hence 
s a t a n " he does not then become a 
sinner. But, if, on the other hand, 
he yields to the evil solicitation and 
follows its leading, as there is great 
danger t h a t he will do, then the lust 
conceives and bringeth forth sin."' 
Whether he will yield or resist, is 
not a mat te r of necessity in either 
direction, but always of free and 
responsible choice. He is a moral 
agent ; and lias full power to do 
either. I t is the yielding, and not 
the mere fact of temptat ion, t h a t 
constitutes one a sinner. God does 
not command us not t o be tempted, 
but he does command us not t o sin. 
Even perfect holiness may be tempt-
ed ,as in the case of our Savior, and 
of the angels who kept not their 
first estate. Christians may be, and 
often are, tempted to do t h a t which 
is wrong, yet they sin only when 
they do the wrong. If they resist, 
they are not morally damaged 
even by temptat ion. 
The apostle completes his state-
ment of the case by adding t h a t 
"sin, when it is finished, bringeth 
forth death ." Death is one of the 
terms often used in the Bible t o 
characterize the evils and woes, here 
and hereafter t h a t are at tached to 
sin. The curses which God visits 
upon sinners on earth and the great-
er curses which he visits upon unre-
pentant sinners in eternity, are all 
embraced in the term death. Paul 
says t h a t " the wages of sin is 
death ." Rom. vi, 23 . Moses said 
to. the Jews, "Bu t if ye will not do 
so, behold, ye have sinned against 
the Lord ; and be sure your sin will 
find you out ." Num. xxxii, 23 . 
The Psalmist says, "God is angry 
with the wicked every day ." Ps . 
vii, 11 . Isaiah sa;ys, "Woe unto the 
wicked. I t shall be ill with him, for 
the reward of his hands shall be 
given him." Isa. iii, 1 1 . He who 
expects t o succeed by sinning 
against God, will a t last find him-
self mistaken. God has affixed a 
penalty to sin : t h a t penalty he de-
scribes by the term death : and t h a t 
penalty he will enforce against every 
sinner who omits t o flee for refuge 
to the hope set before him in the gos-
pel of Christ. Yes it is true, always 
has been true, and always will be 
true, t h a t "sin when it is finished 
bringeth forth dea th ." James was 
right on this point. 
Here, then, in these brief recitals, 
we have the apostle 's philosophy of 
sin, both negative and positive. 
"God cannot be tempted witli evil, 
neither tempteth he any man . " 
This is one par t of his philosophy. 
"But every man is tempted when he 
is drawn away of his own lust and 
enticed. Then when lust ha th con-
ceived it bringeth forth sin ; and sin, 
when it is finished, bringeth forth 
death ." Here is the other p a r t of 
the apostle's philosophy. The whole 
of it consists in a simple s ta tement 
of facts. I t is folly to cavil with 
these facts; it is wise to be instruct-
ed by them. — T H E INDEPENDENT. 
THE LAST MINUTE. 
How people do work a t the last 
minute. For hours and-days they 
will delay and neglect and dawdle 
their time away, until they come to 
the point where delay is no longer 
possible, and then they will develop 
a most astonishing power and ca-
pacity for work, throwing their 
whole souls into mat ters which they 
have long neglected, and finally 
coming out flurried and often belat-
ed, suffering loss and causingincon-
venience to others by their procras-
t inat ion and neglect. I t is very im-
po r t an t t o be able to work quickly 
and energetically in times of special 
emergency, but it is yet more im-
po r t an t t o learn to take t ime by the 
forelock, and do promptly and be-
times the things t h a t must certainly 
be done, and can be done much bet-
ter in season t h a n out of season, and 
after long and needless delays. 
A great lesson which people should 
learn is t o do their work a t the be-
ginning of the day instead of a t the 
end—when they have the time be-
fore them, instead of when most of 
the time is gone beyond recall. The 
word of God urges people to prompt-
ness in all Christian duty, and the 
voice of inspiration says, "Behold, 
now is the accepted t ime; behold, 
today is the day of salvat ion." A 
little while later our opportunities 
will be gone. The present is the 
hour for improving privileges which 
once gone will return no more.—The 
Common People. 
About $100,000 was sent t o Eng-
land during las t 3'ear t o support 
missionaries on the North Sea 
among English deep-sea fishermen. 
Ten vessels, fully equipped for evan-
gelistic work, three of which are used 
as hospital ships, are employed in 
this good work. I t is said t h a t one 
of the fishermen, greatly moved by 
the earnestness of a woman mission-
ary, expressed his surprise and 
gra t i tude t h a t she "had come out t o 
do us North Sea dogs good." I t is 
no doubt, difficult for those who 
have no knowledge of the spirit of 
the gospel t o understand the sacri-
fices t h a t are made by the mission-
aries of the cross.—Sel. 
We cannot injure God. The near-
est we "can come to it is t o mar His 
image in ourselves. When we do 
this we become His enemies, and 
take the position of open insurrec-
tion against His divine government. 
We are guilty of treason and have 
no claim upon His mercy. There is 
no government on the face of the 
earth t h a t does not make the penal-
ty of treason death, and if God were 
t o do less His throne would fall. 
To neglect to seek salvation is to re-
fuse t o obey God, and the penalty 
must be and is death, no mat t e r 
who the offender is.—Sel. 
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CHURCH HEWS. 
Dear Editor;—As I like t o hear 
from the brotherhood and how the 
church is prospering, so 1 have no 
doubt others do likewise. 
On Sa turday afternoon, July 19th, 
we had a, harvest meeting- a t Bro. 
John Neisley's near Middlesey and 
on Sunday forenoon preaching a t 
the Basan school house, near Car-
lisle. Services were interesting. 
Three precious souls were taken in-
t o the church and were baptized by 
Elder M. Oberholtzer. ()h may God 
bless the work! 
On Saturday afternoon, July 26th, 
we met a t the home of Bro. H. S. 
Heisey, near William's Grove, and 
held a harvest meeting. Sermon by 
Bro. Jacob Martin, from Lancaster 
co., Pa. , and on Saturday evening, 
Aug. 2nd we met a t the Union 
church near West Fair view, for com-
munion services. A good represen-
ta t ion of the brethren were present. 
Elder Jacob Engle, from Lancaster 
Co., officiated. 
On Sunday forenoon we had a 
good sermon by Bro. John Stern-
berger, from Perry Co. After ser-
vices we went down t o the flowing 
stream where two were baptized by 
Elder Engle Oh, thank God forthe 
good work is prospering in the old 
Cumberland church! Oh will you 
all join with us to pray God to con-
tinue the work, t h a t many more 
may be added to our number? 
On Saturday afternoon, Aug. 
16th, we met a t the home of Bro. 
John Lininger's t o hold a harvest 
meeting. We listened to a sennon 
by Bro. Israel Sollenberger, of 
Franklin Co. We had three harvest 
meetings in our district and t rus t 
all were for the glory of God. Pray 
for us and the work here. 
JOHN H. MYERS. 
Shepherdstown, Pa. 
0AKW00D NOTES. 
Beloved brethren and sisters we 
send you greetings. Our love feast 
which was held near Oakwood, 
Paulding Co., Ohio, on the 6th and 
7th of September, '90. I t was well at-
tended, though the weather wras 
somewhat bad a,nd the bad roads 
prevented a good ma/nyfrom attend-
ing. The congregation was not so 
large, but was at tent ive and great 
interest was manifested, and we 
think t h a t the feast will be long re-
membered by some, and believe t h a t 
the seed t h a t was sownhasfallen on 
good ground and will roo t down-
ward and spring up and bear fruit 
to the honor and glory of God. 
We were glad t o see the beloved 
Elders' face once more with us, Jacob 
B. JWinger, of Clark Co., Ohio, who 
assisted our beloved Elder B. F . 
Hoover, of Mansfield, Ohio, in break-
ing of the bread t o the little flock 
here. We do truly ask the Lord t o 
let his choicest blessings rest on 
them both. Our visitors from other 
districts consisted of sister Hoover, 
our Elder's wife, and sister Ulery and 
Bro. Driver, of Miami Co., Ohio, on 
whom we ask God t o let his bless-
ingsrest . CHARLESM. PETEKSOX. 
Speneerville, Ohio. 
HOPE, KANSAS. 
My dear Bro. Davidson:—A few 
notes from me through the columns 
of the VISITOR may serve to reach 
scores of friends, all of whom I ca.n-
not find t ime to address by private 
letter. 
My wife and I left home, Victoria 
Square, July 3rd, for Chicago. 
Thence we went immediately t o 
Naperville, Wayne and Turner, 111., 
where we visited for nearly a week 
with relatives and friends, enjoying 
our s tay greatly. The crops here 
were good and the evidences of ma-
terial prosperity were truly en-
couraging. We then went to Brown 
county, Kan., arriving a t Hamlin 
on the 11th of July, where we visit-
ed a son, a daughter and a brother 
besides many friends and members 
of the church. 
On the 29th of July we started, in 
company with other friends, for 
Dickinson county, arriving a t the 
home of Bro. Jesse Engle in theeve-
ning of the same da,y. The scope of 
our visits here embraced a terr i tory 
extending from a point within four 
miles of the nor th line of the county 
south into Marion county, eas t into 
Morris and south-west into McPher-
son. In Morris county we visited 
and greatly surprised our little 
grand daughter, of whom many of 
the readers of these lines will re-
member and who is enjoying excell-
ent health. 
The crops in Brown county are 
very good with little exception. 
Far ther west the drouth seemed t o 
accomplish greater ruin, destroying 
the crops entirely in the extreme 
western port ion of the s ta te . We 
cannot repress speaking a kind word 
for the beauty and splendor of Dick-
inson county, which, indeed, is rare-
ly if ever excelled. We found the 
church in good standing. The hos-
pitality and unbounded kindness of 
the brethren and friends is certainly 
worthy of the most grateful ac-
knowledgement. As we pass along 
we find some kinds of fruit very 
plentiful, especially peaches and 
grapes. Apples are more rare. 
We met Bro. Samuel Leibeck, of 
Nottowasaga. He will return home 
this fall. We enjoyed several short 
visits with sister Sarah (Climen-
haga) Engle who seems quite con-
tented and happy in her new home. 
We desire t o make special ac-
knowledgement of friends who are 
not members of our body. May the 
Lord bless their liberality and kind-
ness. The date of our return home 
is as yet indefinite. We s ta r t today 
on our return to Brown county, bu t 
will s top again on the way, with 
our little grand child a t Wilsey, 
Kansas , in Morris county. 
May the Lord abundant ly bless 
all our kind friends and brethren 
who may chance to read these lines. 
Your brother and sister in Christ. 
C. HEISE AND W I F E . 
Sept. 10,1890. 
POLO, ILLINOIS. 
Bro. Davidson :—A lovefeast was 
held by the Brethren a t Shannon, 
111., on Sep. 6th and 7th, in their 
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house of worship, located on a high 
prairie a t the crossing of two public 
highways, some four or five miles 
southeast of Shannon, as all know 
who attended Annual council of 
1885. 
The roads were in the best of con-
dition for traveling and the weath-
er all t h a t could be desired, except 
perhaps a, few degrees too warm for 
real comfort. 
The at tendance was good, and a 
general feeling of love and goodwill 
prevailed. There were about sixty 
a t the tables t h a t par took of the 
emblems of the broken body and 
shed blood of our divine Master. 
Joseph Shirk, the elder, being indis-
posed from a severe a t tack of rheu-
matism, could no t be present, and 
in consequence the duties of admin-
istration fell solely t o the lot of Eld. 
Trainp of the Pine Creek church. 
The other ministering brethren 
present were Michael M. Shirk of 
Indiana, Abraham Zook and Harri-
son Garwick of Whiteside county, 
111. Also Henry L. Trump, Henry 
L. Shirk and Anthony Stoner among 
the home brethren. Each of these 
in his turn held forth the words of 
life to at tent ive congregations, and 
it is to be hoped t h a t though imme-
diate; good results may not be vis-
ible to all, t h a t some of the seed 
sown may have fallen on good, 
ground and will spring forth in its 
time, bringing an abundant yield 
unto life eternal. 
This church has had serious diffi-
culties running through a period of 
fifteen or more years, but a t present 
the outlook for the dawning of a 
brighter and more prosperous time 
is cheering and hopeful. Oh t h a t 
all i ts members may collectively 
and individually labor and pray for 
the bringing about of such a s ta te 
of a.ffairs as saints and angels may 
rejoice in beholding, is the pra.yerof 
your humble correspondent, 
C. STONER. 
Sop. 11, 1890. 
I know no blessing so small which 
can be reasonably expected without 
prayer, nor any so great but may 
be at tained bv it.—South. 
CORBESPOIDEHCE. 
For the Evangelical Visitor. 
DEAR READERS OF THE VISITOR :— 
I will by the grace of God t ry and 
pen a few lines for your valuable 
paper. I am still t ry ing to serve 
my God and Master. I started in 
the service of the Lord when I was 
quite young. There was apro t rac t -
ed meeting in the church and broth-
er Joseph Shirk was preaching for 
us. I t was then t h a t I made a. s ta r t , 
al though it was some time before I 
could realize the pardon of my sins. 
I often thought it was for my own 
good t h a t He made me beg for par-
don so long. Perhaps if He would 
have answered my prayer as soon 
as I asked Him I would not have 
been so willing t o hold out faithful. 
The Lord always knows best what 
is for our good. 1 have never re-
gretted it t h a t I s t a r t edm the good 
way, bu t often feel my shortcom-
ings. How much more real enjoy-
ment we have when we are right 
willing t o take up the cross and 
obey in all our Lord 's appointed 
ways. The cross never gets heavy 
when we are r ight willing to' obey. 
When it seems heavy it is always 
our own fault. We are not as will-
ing to bear it as we should be. I 
feel encouraged to go on in the good 
work. What a pity it would be if 
one should miss heaven when salva-
tion is so free for all. 
There need not one be left behind, 
For God hath bidden all mankind. 
I would yet say to those t h a t are 
out of the ark of safety, t o not pu t 
off the day of grace till it is forever 
too la te ; there is room for all in 
heaven. 
Millions now have safely landed, 
Over on the other shore ; 
. Millions more are on their journey, 
Vet there is room for millions more. 
Come to the Savior in thy youth, 
He'll save yon from a thousand snares. 
I can not tell how precious 
The Savior is to me, 
I only can entreat you, 
To come and taste and see. 
Remember me and my little fam-
ily a t a throne of grace, for I feel 
myself one of the weakest of God's 
children; but I mean t o make my 
way heavenward, hop ing tha t I may 
never get weary of the way. So 
farewell, hoping to meet you all in 
heaven. 
M. JENNIE E R R . 
Woodbury, Pa. 
For the Evangelical Visitor. 
DEAR BRETHREN AND SISTERS;—I 
have felt it my duty to write a few 
lines for the VISITOR. I love to read 
the experience of others, especially 
of the young. 
I was quite young when the Lord 
first called me and showed me 
I should tu rn to Him. I did not 
obey, but rejected the good Spirit 
from time to time, till I was abou t 
fifteen years old. Then I ga.ve my 
heart t o the Lord and found peace 
to my soul. But I was not willing 
to obey the good Spirit in every-
thing as I was shown, so I wander-
ed away in sin again, as far if not 
farther than I had been before. Rut 
thegoodSpir i tdidnot lea .veme. He 
showed me often t h a t I should turn 
to Him again ; but I was not willing 
until last winter. 1 was so heavily 
convicted t h a t I could not rest, so 
I again made a s t a r t and promised 
tha t with the Lord's help I would 
serve Him. Then there was also a 
work for me to do. I felt t h a t I was 
a sinner, and t h a t I must give up 
my sinful ways. At first I was not 
willing t o give up everything. Oh! 
I was so self-willed and wanted t o 
do everything my way, bu t t he Lord 
would not accept me t h a t way. I t 
took some time before 1 was quite 
willing to give up all for Jesus. I 
thought of how much He bore for 
me, and t h a t made me willing. I 
felt then I could doanyth ingfor him 
if he would forgive my sins, and 
when I became obedient, he forgave 
all my sins. Oh! what a love 1 felt 
then toward Him and all mankind, 
especially my young companions. 
I felt like bringing them all to Jesus 
t h a t they might also t as te of his 
love. I must often think of t h a t 
verse: 
Tontiue ean never express 
The sweet comfort and pepee, 
Of a soul in its earliest love. • 
I meet with trials and tempta-
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t ions and sometimes feel discour-
aged, but when I come to the Lord 
for help, and put my t rus t in him, 
he is ever willing to he!]) me. I t is 
my earnest desire to go onward, and 
prove faithful t o the end. Pray for 




For the Evangelical Visitor. 
MY EXPERIENCE, 
I will t ry by the grace and help of 
God, t o write my experience for the 
VISITOR. My desire is still t o work 
for the Lord but sometimes the way 
seems dark and gloomy. Then 
again my greatest desire is t o thank 
the Lord t h a t he has brought me 
where he has. I want t o go on in 
discharging my duties so t h a t when 
I am called to leave this world t h a t 
I may be ready t o go. When the 
Lord first convicted me was the day 
when I was thirteen years old. In 
the morning when I got up I heard 
a voice say to me, now is your time 
to begin t o serve the Lord ; now you 
know good from evil. I t was the 
Lord striving a t my heart , bu t I 
was not willing t o come down to 
the feet of Jesus and by no t obeying 
I labored under many convictions 
for nearly five years before I started 
t o serve him. I thought after the 
bands would be broke there would 
be no more t o do, but when I 
became willing I found there was a 
work for me t o do. We must work 
and be on the watch all the time if 
we want to meet our dear Lord and 
Savior. But I am sorry to say t h a t 
I oftimes fail and come short of my 
duties and I am not so willing as I 
should be, but my greatest desire 
and prayer is t h a t I may be more 
earnestly engaged in this good work 
and t h a t I may be a light t o those 
t h a t are around me. 
I can say I received the love of 
God. When I was a sinner I did not 
care about reading the word of God ; 
bu t now I love to read it. I must 
tell you tha t I often prayed t o the 
Lord t h a t he should use ways and 
means to draw me, because I was 
not willing. The last night before 
I was converted before I went to my 
bed I got down on my knees and 
prayed to the Lord t h a t he should 
spare my life until I became willing 
to break the band. Tha t night one 
of my sisters took sick and then she 
said she was going to lead a better 
life. She asked my sister and I if 
we would not go along with her. I 
said I would and t h a t night I prom-
ised the Lord t h a t I was going t o 
love and serve him, it may go in the 
world with me as it would. I was 
taken into the church the last of 
May. 
One day there was a young lady 
friend of mine a t our place and we 
were talking, and I asked her when 
she was baptized and she said I was 
not baptized, I was just sprinkled ; 
and then I asked her whether she be-
lieved in sprinkling. She said, 1 
don ' t know, t h a t is the style, the 
way they do in the Lutheran church 
and I just went along though 1 be-
lieve there are many in this world 
t h a t have thoroughly repented but 
they think there is no more work to 
do. I went to school with her and 
one morning she came to me and 
said she received a blessing. I ask-
ed her how she felt. She said she 
felt so happy and she told me to go 
to meeting t h a t evening and go to 
the mourner 's bench. I told her I 
could not go with all my pride on 
like she did. I told her I would feel 
t o humble myself and lay my pride 
aside. 
Now I feel impressed t o write a 
few lines to the unconverted. Oh 
sinners do not wait too long for 
time is precious. Wha t we sow in 
this world we shall reap in yonder 
world. There are so many spending 
there precious time in worldly pleas-
ures, and they do not know how 
they are robbing themselves of the 
greatest pleasure. Stop poor sinner, 
s top and think before you farther 
go, and I would say, do not wait 
until i t is too late, t oday is the 
time, not tomorrow. I formerly 
thought t h a t if I would begin t o 
serve the Lord I would not have an v 
enjoyments any more, and the ene-
my made me believe t h a t I would 
not have any more pleasure in this 
world ; bu t I have had more pleasure 
since I am on this good way than I 
had in all the time I was a, sinner. 
I have the Lord for my guide. While 
si t t ing alone this poet conies to my 
mind : 
Call ed to a sense of duty, 
I would obey the call, 
And for the sake of Jesus, 
I freely gave up all. 
My former vain enjoyments, 
Of pleasure, pride and gain, 
That I in Jesus' kingdom, 
A mansion may obtain. 
How oft have I struggled, 
But held some foolish sin ; 
Yet, to the heavenly kingdom 
I mean to enter in. 
But now 1 a m persuaded 
That nothing else will do, 
But Jesus for my portion, 
And holy joys pursue. 
I would have more to write but I 
will close for this time. Brethren 
and sisters pray for me t h a t I may 
earnestly engage in this good work. 
From a weak sister in Christ. 
MARY C. MYERS. 
Green Village, Pa. 
For tlie 10vangelic.il] Visitor. 
EX-COMMUNICATION. 
There seems t o be a question in 
the minds of some men as to the 
propriety of excluding from church 
fellowship such as have become 
open transgressors of the law of 
God. Some hold t o the opinion 
t h a t there should be no such thing 
as excommunication, and declare 
very emphatically t h a t they "do not 
believe in this thing of expelling 
members from the church. The 
church," say they, "is the place to 
make people good." This class of 
people would seem to propagate 
the idea t h a t it should be the ob-
ject of the church t o get all within 
her borders t h a t she possibly could, 
no mat te r by what means, and then 
keep them there, no mat te r how 
corrupt their lives may have be-
come. 
Human opinions are as varied as 
the shades of the rainbow, and we 
dare not base our conclusions upon 
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any subject where Christianity is in-
volved upon what man opines. 
Hence, in the consideration of this 
subject we will no t t ake what this 
or t h a t church holds as gospel, but 
we will go t o the gospel itself and 
from there draw our conclusions. 
If Jesus t a u g h t t h a t sinners 
should be taken into the church 
and there converted, then i t is the 
duty of all Christians t o teach the 
sa.me. But if Jesus t a u g h t t h a t 
sinners should first be converted 
and then as a natura l consequence 
become members of the body of 
Christ, it is very wrong to teach 
otherwise. So, likewise, if the gos-
pel teaches t h a t when persons have 
once become members of the church 
of Christ they shall always be held 
as such, whether bearing good or 
bad fruit, then let us observe t h a t 
rule; but if the gospel points out a< 
better way, it becomes our highest 
duty t o a.bide by the gospel man-
dates, and not by what this or t h a t 
propagandis t ad vocates. 
In the eighteenth chapter of St, 
Matthew we have an excellent rule 
to go by in regard t o offending 
members. I t is Christ's own rule 
given in his own words. "If thy 
brother shall trespass against thee, 
go and tell him his fault between 
thee and him alone; if he shall hear 
thee, thou hast "gained thy brother. 
But if he will not hear thee, then 
take with thee one or two more, 
t h a t in the mouth of two or three 
witnesses every word may be estab-
lished. And if he shall neglect t o 
hear them, tell the church; but if 
he neglect t o hear the church let him 
be unto thee as an heathen man 
and publican." If he will no t hear 
the church he is to be held just the 
same as any other sinner, and not 
until he repents of the wrong he has 
committed and obtains full pardon 
for his sins can he again be held as 
a brother in the church. In what-
ever church this rule is observed it 
will be noticed t h a t in the same pro-
portion as vegetables thrive in a 
garden t h a t is kept clean of weeds, 
so will t h a t church grow in grace 
and numbers. 
Paul in the fifth chapter of 1st 
Corinthians uses very positive lan-
guage in reproving the Corinthian 
brethren for not pu t t ing awayfrom 
among them one of their number 
who had committed a gross sin. 
"Know 3re not t h a t a little leaven 
leaveneth the whole l u m p ? " The 
apostle understood the contagious 
nature of sin, hence he compares it 
to leaven and commands them to 
"purge out therefore the old leaven 
t h a t ye may be a new lump, as ye 
are unleavened." Sin can have no 
par t in true God-worship, and there 
is no room for sinners in the church 
of God. 
Paul further instructs the church 
"no t t o keep company, if any man 
t h a t is called a, brother be a forni-
cator, or covetous, or an idolator, 
or a railer, or a drunkard, or an ex-
tort ioner ." Such men ought no t 
be found in the church, and if they 
are found there they should be ex-
communicated. If they are allowed 
to remain by and by others will be-
come defiled through their evil in-
fluence, and the leaven of sin will 
continue t o work until the whole 
body of the church is corrupted. 
The greatest care should be exercis-
ed to keep the church pure. Onesin-
ner in the church may put more 
stumbling blocks in the way of 
those who would desire t o enter 
than half a dozen ministers could 
preach out of the way. "Therefore 
put away from among you t h a t 
wicked person." 
The parable of the tares is some-
times explained as teaching t h a t 
the good and the bad should be left 
t o grow up together in the church 
until the final separation, thus mak-
ing the church the field. But this is 
not a proper explanation. Jesus 
said, "The field is the world." We 
would count it a foolish thing for a 
man to t ry to destroy all the weeds 
t h a t are so prolific all over the 
earth, but we would consider.it the 
proper thing for t h a t man to keep 
them out of his garden. We look 
a t the churches as gardens. 
In driving over the country we 
see many gardens. Some are kept 
so clean t h a t hardly a weed can bo 
detected. But there are others t h a t 
are overgrown with tall weeds, 
reaching far above the garden 
plants, so t h a t it cannot even be 
seen what has been planted. So 
God's gardens are scattered here 
and there over the world, and 
wherever the evil is not allowed to 
enter we see promise of much in-
crease. But how sad t h a t in some 
cases wicked and designing men 
have been allowed to get the upper 
hand and are choking the very life 
out of the little good t h a t still re-
mains. J. G. C. 
Hamlin, Kansas. 
NOTES OF THE DAY, 
Nay, brother ! 'Tis not all of life 
To live and toil and die; 
'Tis after death true life begins ; 
There is a bye and bye. 
There is a heaven as real as earth, 
A home whieh all may claim, 
The only passport into whieh, 
Is His most precious name. 
Death is the portal of that home, 
And not man's final end ; 
'Tis stigmatizing- as a foe, 
The Christian's truest friend. 
For when the last dark stop of life 
Our weary feet have trod, 
We know that "absent from the flesh" 
Is present with our God. 
These earthly bodies must decay, 
But souls can never die ; 
'Tis theirs to prove through endless years 
There is a bye and bye. 
A life which when ten thousand years 
Ten thousand times have run, 
Instead of being- near its end 
Shall scarcely have beg-un. 
O brother, to the weary hearts 
That tread life's rougher way, 
That take a heavier burden up 
With each succeeding- day, 
Whose lot it is to prove in full 
The bitterness and strife, 
The headache and the heartache, friend, 
That make up earthly life, 
How pleasant must the knowledge bo 
That when earth's days shall cease, 
Heaven hath a balm for every woe, 
•Of everlasting- peace. 
Yes, friend, there is a bye and bye ; 
A home of endless day, 
Which Jesus' blood has bougiit, to which 
Christ Jesus is "the way." 
Selected by M. GEIGER. 
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DEATH SCENE. 
Dying, still, slowly dying, 
As the hours of night rode by, 
She had lain since the light of sunset 
Was red on the evening sky, 
Till after the middle watches, 
As we softly near her trod, 
When her soul from its prison fetters 
Was loosed by the hand of God. 
One moment her pale lips trembled 
With the triumph she might not tell, 
As the sight of the life immortal, 
On her spirit's vision fell; 
Then the look of rapture faded, 
And the beautiful smile was faint 
As that in some convent picture, 
On the face of a dying saint. 
And we felt in the lonesome midnight, 
As we sat bj7 the silent dead, 
What a light on the path going downward 
The feet of the righteous shed ; 
When we thought with faith unshrinking, 
She came to the Jordan's tide, 
And taking the hand of her Saviour, 
Went up on the other side. 
Selected by Fanny Davidson on the death 
of her sinter, Mary Stauffer. 
JEKEMIAH II, 13-19. 
The spirit of God Jehovah says 
t o n s : "For my people have com-
mitted two evils; they have for-
saken me, the fountain of living-
waters, and hewed them out cis-
terns, broken cisterns, t h a t can 
hold no water." 
The entire Scripture testifies t h a t 
man has always been the object of 
the infinite blessings of (iod, a/nd 
God alone the source of blessing to 
m a n ; but man is ra ther inclined t o 
make the blessings of God his ob-
ject instead of God himself, the 
fountain from whom all blessings 
flow. The result of this great mis-
take is, t h a t God does not take the 
principal, the omnipotent place in 
our hear t s ; and from the very in-
s t a n t God is not the supreme object 
of love, of our praise, of our wor-
ship and our adorat ion, He is dis-
placed by his own gifts of love, and 
then a declension begins in our 
hearts . 
God is the Creator and we the 
creatures upon whom his blessings 
are bestowed: if we are Christians, 
then and then only,—God the Crea-
to r is our Father , the God and 
Father of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, and forever worthy of 
preeminence in all t h a t our soul can 
hold; but the moment the favor 
which the Fa ther has bestowed up-
on his child becomes the object of 
our praise and thanksgiving the 
seed of declension is sown in our 
hear ts and we are taken off with 
something second t o the One who, 
in His mercy is the giver of all. Our 
heart is more occupied with the 
gifts, than with the Giver; thou-
sands of God's people, of God's 
children are lured away from the 
person of God, the person of Christ, 
by a favor coining from Him ; thou-
sands of earnest Christians are com-
pletely turned aside by a favor 
which they know to flow directly 
from the Lord, the source of all 
blessings of which we are the recip-
ients, and this by grace alone. 
Is this not one of the many s t ra t -
egies of Satan which creep unawares 
into the hearts even of such as 
would, through their fear of (iod, 
show their love unto Him, whose 
will they hold forth as their highest 
endeavor, as their most sacred 
guidance in all their ways? But 
our God and Father knewtlie weak-
ness of His children and therefore 
sends his message, saying, "Fear 
thou not, for I am with thee, be not 
dismayed, for I am thy God ; I will 
strengthen thee, yea, I will help 
thee, yea, 1 will uphold thee with 
the r ight hand of my righteousness." 
Is. xli, 10. He also tells us of the 
Psalmist who said, "I cry unto 
Thee, O (iod, when my heart is 
overwhelmed ; lead me to the Koek 
tha t is higher than I ," and so says 
the Spirit to us by Paul, " P u t on 
the whole armor of (iod, t h a t ye 
may stand against the wiles of the 
devil i for we wrestle not against 
principalities, but against powers, 
against spiritual wickedness in high 
places." Eph. vi, 11, 12. 
Oh, how many of God's children 
who axe proof against an open evil, 
against a sign-board sin, have been 
caught by such ingenious and ficti-
t ious artifices of the arch fiend and 
his contrivances. But whatsoever 
may be the means of displacing the 
supremacy of God in our hearts 
of our God who said, " I am Alpha 
and Omega," if He who is a jealous 
God has not the place in our hearts 
which belongs to him, I repeat it, 
the seed of declension is sown, and 
a spiritual decline begins; then He 
says, "I am displaced ; they have 
forsaken me, the fountain of living 
waters; I have not my place in the 
hearts of Israel ." Let us not bede-
ceived in the least concerning these 
th ings; we cannot have living wat-
ers out of broken cisterns;—for a 
Christian it is Christ; for Israel it 
was Jehovah. 
A very solemn question this is for 
all who profess the name of Christ; 
has He the first place in our hear ts? 
is He the first and las t? is He All 
in all for us? is He the supreme 
moving power in all our actions? 
Can we say with the Psalmist, "In 
God have I put my t rus t , I will not 
fear what flesh can do unto me?" 
Ps. lvi, 4, or can we say with Paul, 
"1 determined not to know any-
thing save Jesus Christ?" and have 
we put on the Lord Jesus, making 
no provision for the flesh? If not, 
then it will not suit Him ; if we can-
not say Christ is All in all t o me, 
then we are on slippery ground— 
the ground of temptat ion ; if Christ 
is not sovereign in our soul, then 
we are sliding on the downward 
path, hence Solomon the wise said 
by tin; Spirit of God, "yet a little 
sleep, a, little slumber, a little fold-
ing of the hands to sleep," but he 
says also, "keep thy hear t with all 
diligence, for out of it are the issues 
of life." 
Now if the Lord is not the su-
preme power, if He has not His own 
place of prominence in our hearts, 
then many are the issues of evil; 
above all and worst of all, is self, 
self-indulgence, a gratifying of self-
pleasing. The scriptures give us 
many testimonies: Self-considera-
tion brought Abraham down to 
Egypt into a famine; Noah planted 
a. vineyard and entered on a self-in-
dulging course, and fell; Lo t sough t 
his own pleasure, hence his trouble 
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and profit in Sodom ; Jacob became 
weary and settled in Shalem instead 
of going' on t o Bethel, and what did 
lie get there? 
If we are the Lord's, He says, I 
will give you life eternal, and you 
shall never perish, John x, 28, and 
praise be to our God alone for i t ; if 
it were not so, we might well say : 
woe is me. If our safety as to life 
eternal would depend on ourselves 
there would not be one of us saved. 
As our salvation is only through 
the infinite grace of God, so our 
communion with Him in our daily 
life is entirely dependent upon our 
being in Him and He in us. If we 
cleave not t o Christ, All in all, then 
the communion with Christ is bro-
ken and immediately there is a de-
par ture from Him, self comes in, 
the fountain of living water is stop-
ped, theseekingof "broken cisterns" 
commences, and, as slight a s i t m a y 
a t first appear even to ourselves, 
the leak will soon become visible t o 
others. 
Let us then watch and pray, t h a t 
the Lord may, by His spirit, impress 
upon our hearts the need of Christ 
as the controling and commanding 
object of our affections, of our aim, 
of our praise and of our fears. Let 
us never forget t h a t the most im-
perceptible surrender of Christ's 
sovereignty in our hearts is the be-
ginning of the seed-time of declen-
sion and t h a t the evil fruit will soon 
be ripe for harvest . Let us not for-
get t h a t Jehovah has said, " F o r my 
people have committed two evils; 
they have forsaken me, the fountain 
of living waters, and have hewed 
them out cisterns—broken cisterns 
—that can hold no water; * * 
know therefore, and see t h a t it is 
an evil thing and bitter, t h a t thou 
has t forsaken me, the Lord thy 
God, and t h a t ' m y fear is not in 
thee, saith the Lord God of hos ts ." 
Jer. ii, 13-17. 
May the Lord bless His own word 
in the hearts and souls of all of us. 
Amen.—S. S. L A M P B . 
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for 
theirs is the kingdom of God. 
ONE PAGE A DAY. 
One pageofgood literature aday , 
thoughtfully read, must produce 
beneficial intellectual results, even 
though the reader find it difficult t o 
recall-at will the full thought of the 
author , or t o reproduce a, complete 
sentence in which t h a t thought , or 
any p a r t of it was expi'essed. Even 
slight effort a t "giving a t t en t ion" 
will increase power of concentration. 
The world opened by t h a t single 
page may awaken a. new intellectual 
interest, quicken curiosity, sharpen 
appetite, and suggest thoughts of 
his own to the mind of the reader. 
The simple passing of well-expressed 
ideas across his mental horizon will 
enlarge his world, enrich his mind, 
refine his tastes , increase his vocab-
ulary, and give him new interest in 
the topics which obtrude themselves 
upon him in these days, when every-
body is thinking, and when great 
events are crowding into the won-
derful history now being made. One 
page a day guarantees so muchgain 
of knowledge and power t o the at-
tentive and interested reader. 
Of course, the results of one page 
a da,y will be scarcely appreciable. 
One day 's toil will build no temple. 
But seven days make a week, and 
four weeks make a month, and 
twelve months contain three hun-
dred and sixty-five days. One page 
a day will therefore grow in one 
year into a volume of three hundred 
and sixty-five. Nowat three hundred 
pages to a book, one may read in 
ten years twelve s tout volumes. He 
who in a decade reads with interest-
ed and inquiring a t tent ion twelve 
volumes is no mean s tudent ; and if 
the reading in five minutes of a sin-
gle page should stimulate thought 
t h a t keeps hammering or diggiugor 
ringing in the reader's brain during 
the day when he is a t work and his 
book is shut, a t the end of ten years 
such reader and thinker will deserve 
some reputat ion as a "scholar." 
He may be, in some sense, amas t e r 
of twelve big books.' And if they be 
the r ight books, no master of a 
larger library can afford t o over-
look the claim upon his recognition 
of this man who reads well one page 
a day.—Canada Presbyterian. 
MANY WAYS 0E DENYING OHEIST. 
Bishop Heber said: " I t is a fatal 
mistake to suppose t h a t there can 
be no apostacy from Christ where 
we are not absolutely called on to 
deny his name, or t o burn incense 
to an idol. We deny our Lord when-
ever, like Demas, we through loveof 
this present world forsake the course 
of duty which Christ has plainly 
pointed out t o us. We deny our 
Lord whenever we lend the sanction 
of our countenance, our praise, or 
even our silence, to measures or 
opinions which may be popular or 
fashionable, but which we ourselves 
believe to be sinful in themselves or 
tending to sin. We deny our Lord 
whenever we forsake a good man in 
affliction, and refuse to give counte-
nance, encouragement, and support 
t o those who, for God's sake and for 
the faithful discharge of their duty, 
are exposed to persecution and 
slander."—Sel. 
GIVETHYSELP, 
There are many worthy people 
who give everything for the com-
mon weal except themselves. Purse 
opens and pen flows, but self -re-
mains behind. It is as if they lived 
on an island, like some Robinson 
Crusoe of DeFoe's creation, and 
Rent "out from their isolated habita-
tion scrip and counsel t o make the 
world better and to relieve the woes 
of life. Such ; well-meaning people 
are unconsciously very sel fish; for 
they hold back the best with which 
a good God has endowed them— 
and t h a t is, themselves. Much of 
beneficence, wise counsel, preaching-
even, is petty, and may be selfish 
because not borne to the recipient 
bv the donor. Can we think for a 
moment of the Christ in his earthly 
ministry as isolating himself from 
human society and executing his 
divine beneficence by command and 
by proxy? Give thyself, is the di-
vine word t h a t should be heard by 
many who claim t o be his disciples. 
- . ... 
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SECEET OF HAPPINESS. 
— = - <> * j * 
Archbishop Fenes-ou uncovered, 
almost a t the end of a long and 
saintly life, the t rue secret of happi-
ness. A few months before his death 
he wrote t o a friend, "I ask little 
from most men. I t ry to render 
them much and to expect nothing-
in re turn ; and 1 get very well out of 
the bargain ." To give much and 
expect nothing must not be mis-
taken for the a t t i tude of t h a t 
cynic; nor is it exclusively even t h a t 
of the saint. I t is the a t t i tude of 
t h a t common sense which accepts 
experience and makes the best of 
what it cannot alter. I t limits our 
responsibility t o ourselves. I t is 
the degree to which we can serve 
t h a t concerns us, not the degree in 
which we are served. T o a d o p t a u y 
measure for measure s tandards of 
scrutiny is t o fall from a serene and 
worthy activity t o the selfish and 
material plane.—Sel. 
DIVINE PEOVIDENOE. 
There are two different conditions 
in which a man receives without be-
wildering surprise the changes which 
come t o him in life. One is the con-
dition of the man who believes in no 
government of life a t all. The other 
is the condition of the man who 
thoroughly believes t h a t God is 
governing his life. To both of these 
men mystery is not merely conceiva-
ble ; i t is inevitable. To one i t i s the 
vague, dreary mystery of chance. 
To the other it is the rich, gracious 
mys+ery of loving care. To one it 
is the mystery of accident, the most 
awful and demoralizing atmosphere 
for a man to live in. To the other 
i t is the mystery of personal life, 
which is the noblest end of thought 
which man can reach on any side. 
Neither of these men can be surpris-
ed. One of them cries, " I t is anoth-
er accident!" The other cries, " I t 
is my Fa the r ! " when any most un-
looked-for thing occurs.—Phillips 
Brooks. 
P u t on the whole armor of God. 
DAVIDSON.—Died, Sep. 4, 1890, Mrs. 
Hannah Davidson. The subject of this no-
tice was born in Westmoreland co., Pa., 
Mar. 12, 1816. On the 2nd day of July, 
1835, she was married to Jacob Davidson 
(her maiden name was Kelley). Shortly 
after their marriage they removed to Fay-
ette county and settled in Redstone town-
ship. Jacob Davidson died Nov. 5, 1858, 
leaving' a large family, some of them quite 
young, to the care of a mother to rear and 
educate. She, hy the help of Him who 
careth for the widows and orphans, was 
equal to the task, and while yet in reason-
able health, saw all of her children happi-
ly married and pleasantly situated in life. 
Mrs. Mary Rice lives in Illinois, Mrs. Kate 
Bennett in Nebraska, Mrs. Otto Brashoar, 
Mrs. James H. Grablo and Amos W. Dav-
idson live in Redstone township, Mrs. Jes-
sie O. Coldrcn lives in Luzerne township, 
Mr. Luther Noble in McKeesport, Mrs. A. 
J. Nixon in Washington county, and Dr. 
J. H Davidson in Perryopolis. For twelve 
years the deceased has been a constant 
sufferer from rheumatism, and in April 
1889 her affliction was increased by a stroke 
of paralysis, since which time she has not 
boon able to walk or help herself without 
assistance. During these long months of 
suffering her children who were near were 
often with her and were devoted, every 
want being supplied. Mrs. Coldren, with 
whom she made her home, was her con-
stant companion. 
Mrs. Davidson was a member of the Riv-
er Brethren church, having with her hus-
band uirited with that church early in life. 
No tribute the writer can give is adequate 
to embalm the memory of the deceased. 
He has known her for years and it seems 
to him with such persons 
"There is no death ! The stars go down 
To shine upon some fairer shore, 
And bright in heaven's jeweled crown 
They shine forever more." 
The funeral took place Sabbath after-
noon and was largely attended. Services 
were conducted by Rev. J. T. Neel of the 
C. P. church. Interment at the family 
burying ground on the Davidson farm. 
O. 
We clip the above notice of the death of 
Sister Hannah Davidson, widow of Bro. 
Jacob Davidson from the Republican 
Standard of Uniontown, Fayette co., Pa., 
our former home. It brings to our mind 
vividly the many soul-cheering' seasons of 
spiritual enjoyments we formerly had in 
old Fayette, but that is passed forever on 
this side the grave. We trust our next 
meeting will be with them and with many 
more of our friends who have gone over in 
that better country where sorrow and sick-
ness can not come. May the Lord grant 
that this dispensation of God's providence 
may have a tendency to lead our nephews 
aud nieces, the children of the deceased 
still nearer to the Lord and may they look 
forward to the time when there will bo a 
great reunion of God's people where Christ 
reigns supreme. Lot us try and be there. 
ED. E. V. 
WAMBOLD.— Died, near New Dundee, 
Waterloo co., Ont., Sep. 7, 1890, Emma 
Hershey, beloved wife of Isaac Wambold, 
aged 28 years, 10 months and 18 days. 
She was buried at the Menonito meeting 
house (of which denomination she was a 
worthy member since she grow up) in Ber-
lin on the 10th. The solemn occasion was 
improved in English from St. John xiv, 2, 
and in German from 2 Cor. v, 1, to a large 
congregation of sympathizing friends. 
Her friends can with assurance say with 
Paul, since this earthly house of her taber-
nacle is dissolved, her spirit is now dwell-
ing in one of those mansions which St. 
John says Christ was going to prepare for 
his followers before ho left this world. 
While wo witnessed her face lit up with a 
radiant smile as she spoke of her happy 
release which was at hand, and the 
thoughts of seeing her only child, a lovely 
little boy of a year old who died suddenly 
last April, we could not wish her longer 
stay. Of her life it may well be said she 
was a light to the world. No unnecessary 
adorning on herself nor on her lovely child. 
Much of her spare time was devoted in 
writing to her many friends of this good 
portion which she had found in Christ in 
giving herself wholly to him, and for the 
spread of those blessed truths through the 
church which now and then appeared in 
the He -aid of Truth. May the Lord com-
fort the sorrowing ones and may there be 
a happy reunion bye and bye. C. S. 
Berlin, Ont. 
BRENNER.—Sister Fanny Brenner 
died near Canton, Stark co., O., August 
20, 1890 aged (58 years, 5 months and 28 
days. Her maiden name was Lindenmuth. 
She was born in Lancaster co., Pa., Feb. 
22, 1822. She was married to John H. 
Brenner in 1843. She was the mother of 
nine children, four sons and five daugh-
ters ; three daughters, one son and her 
husband survive her. The family moved 
to Stark co., Ohio, in 1857. She was con-
verted in the early part of her married 
life and united with the Brethren in 1805. 
She was a consistent member of the 
church ; she lived a Christian life and was 
a faithful wife and a loving mother. On 
the 24th of August her remains, being fol-
lowed by a large concourse of mourning 
friends and neighbors, were deposited into 
mother earth at the Rohland cemetery, 
Canton, Ohio. Funeral discourse in the 
Rohland church by Eld. Benj. F. Hoover 
of Richland co., O., and the writer. Text 
Psa. xlii, 1, 2. 
W. O. BAKER. 
Louisville, Ohio. 
